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Minimum Plumbing Fixtures for New Buildings, 

Buildings with Alterations, Repairs or Improvements 
 

2013 California Plumbing Code, Chapter 4, Section 422. 
 
General: 
 
Section 422.1, 2013 CPC, refers to Table 4-1 for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures (water 
closets, urinals, lavatories and drinking fountains).   
 

 A single set of restrooms for customers and employees accessible to both sexes may be 
permitted without providing restrooms for each individual business and or occupancies.  
These restrooms must comply with section 422.4 of the CPC and 11B-213 of the CBC. 
 

 Buildings with alterations, repairs or improvements which exceed 50 percent of the square 
footage of the facility will need to upgrade the accessibility requirements in the restrooms 
to comply with Section 422.1.1 of the CPC.  

 
Determining if separate facilities are required for men and women: 
 
Separate facilities are required for all occupancy groups with some exceptions: 
   

 A unisex restroom in any occupancy serving 10 or fewer people including customers and 
employees may be permitted, when designed for use by no more than one person at a 
time.   

 In (B) business and (M) mercantile occupancies with a total occupant load of 50 or less 
including customers and employees, a unisex restroom designed for use by no more than 
one person at a time may be permitted. NOTE: per CBC section 303.1.1 a building or 
tenant space with an occupant load of 50 or less shall be classified as a (B) business 
occupancy  

 Unisex restrooms must meet accessibility requirements in CBC11B-213. 
 

The occupant load factors from Table A are to be used for the appropriate occupancy group to 
determine the number of plumbing fixtures.  The total number of occupants is to be rounded to 
the nearest whole number and then divided to equal 50 percent male and 50 percent female. 
 
 
 
 
 



Drinking Fountains: 
 
Drinking fountains are required when the occupant load exceeds 30 (based on Table A. Occupant 
load factor).  Drinking fountain requirements are as listed by occupancy type in Table 422.1 (see 
below) 

 Accessibility requirements must comply with CBC Section 11B-211.   
   
Exception: An office break room with an accessible sink may be allowed in lieu of the drinking 
fountain.   
 
Note:  Drinking fountains are not required in restaurants. 
 
Please continue to the following pages for examples of how to calculate the required number of 
plumbing fixtures. 
 
 

 

Examples for determining the number of fixtures: 

Single Use Occupancies 
 
Area of Occupancy: 
 

B Office  10,000 sf 
 
Using Table A: 
1. Determine the occupant load: 

10,000/200 = 50 occupants (25 men & 25 women) (includes employees and 
customers) 
The occupant load does not exceed 50 so separate facilities are not required.  One single 
user accessible unisex restroom is permitted per 422.2 (3)  
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