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In Brief

Sales Ta( Update

Receipts for Livermore’s third 
quarter sales were 13.7% higher 
than the same quarter one year 
ago.  Actual sales activity was up 
5% when reporting aberrations are 
factored out.

The city experienced a strong 
sales quarter for farm/construction 
equipment.  The increases in light 
industrial/printers and contractor 
supplies were exaggerated by 
onetime accounting adjustments.  
Higher fuel prices and a recent 
addition infl ated the allocation from 
service stations.  Receipts from 
boats/motorcycles, lumber/building 
materials, sporting goods/bike 
stores and restaurants with beer/ 
wine were temporarily infl ated by 
the double-up of previously late 
payments.  Recent additions helped 
boost revenues from specialty 
stores and home furnishings. 

Real sales for all of Alameda County 
gained 5.9% over the comparable 
time period while the Bay Area as a 
whole, was up 5.2%.

TOP +, PROD/CERS

Alliant Food Service
Ams Net
Construction 

Materials Supply
Costco
Flow Solutions
Harris Rebar
Herning 

Underground 
Supplies

Home Depot
J A Momaney 

Services
J Cs R Vs
Jifco
Kaiser Pharmacy
Livermore Audi/

Subaru/Honda

Livermore Ford 
Lincoln Mercury

Lowes
Medallion Industries
Mervyns
Mobile Modular 

Management 
Corp

Orco Construction 
Supply

Owens & Minor
Safeway
Safeway Gas Sales
Target
Wal Mart
White Cap 

Industries

Fourth Quarter Receipts for Third Quarter Sales (Jul-Sep 2005)
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Statewide Comparisons Skewed
#ocal governments1 sales an2 use ta4 
allocations 6ere up 89:8; compare2 
to the same =uarter one >ear ago ?ut 
the gains 6ere in ate2 ?> the ma@eup 
oA  previous 2istri?ution shortAalls:

Actual sales activit> increase2 9:C; 
6hen a?errations are Aactore2 out:  
A summer 2iscount campaign that 
?ooste2 ne6 car salesD an2 higher 
prices Aor AuelD ?uil2ing an2 construcE
tion materials 6ere the primar> conE
tri?utors to the gain:  The spi@e in Auel 
prices accounte2 Aor almost 8G" oA  the 
state6i2e increase:

Hegionall>D the inlan2 areas oA  the state 
continue2 to outEperAorm the coastal 
an2 Aar northern areas although some 
portions oA  the Ia> Area are ?eginE
ning to e4hi?it some recover>:  Jnitial 
reports on ne4t =uarter in2icate Aair 
holi2a> sales ?ut Aourth =uarter gains 
in general consumer goo2s ma> ?e 
oAAset ?> 6ea@er auto sales an2 lo6er 
Auel prices:

The Aollo6ing ta?le sho6s the percent 
oA  gains in the thir2 =uarter ?eAore 
an2 aAter a?errations are remove2: 

 IeAore  AAter
AutosGTransportation 8K:9 C:L
Iuil2ingGMonstruction 89:L N:9
IusinessGJn2ustr> 8O:K ":K
Poo2GQrugs 88:9 ":L
PuelGService Stations SK:N SK:K
Gen1l Monsumer Goo2s 8S:C ":L
HestaurantsGHotels 8N:N ":V

Sales Tax Elections
#ocal elections in Wovem?er an2 QeE
cem?er inclu2e2 8C measures relating 
to a22itional transactions an2 use ta4es 
oA  6hich 88 passe2:  Xoters approve2 
or e4ten2e2 overri2es in Male4icoD QelE
anoD Qinu?aD #aguna IeachD Yerce2D 
PortervilleD SalinasD San HaAaelD Scotts 
Xalle>D Tulare an2 [aterAor2:  Pour 
oA  the successAul measures re=uire2 a 
SG"1s vote E the others a ma\orit>:

This ?rings to CV cities an2 S" counE
ties that have one or more transactions 
an2 use ta4 2istricts:  Hevenues are 

?eing use2 Aor a variet> oA  purposes 
inclu2ing pu?lic saAet> servicesD hospiE
talsD transit an2 transportationD li?rarE
iesD capital improvements an2 a 6i2e 
variet> oA  general purposes:

Streamlined Sales Tax
The Streamline2 Sales Ta4 Pro\ect 
]SSTP^ ?egan Aormal operations on 
_cto?er 8 6ith eighteen states re=uestE
ing voluntar> registration an2 collecE
tion oA  local ta4es ?> outEoAEstate venE
2ors:  Although the states are oAAering 
Aull amnest> Arom prior lia?ilities as an 
incentiveD several @e> 2etails have >et 
to ?e resolve2 ma@ing ven2ors 6ith 
comple4 ta4 issues initiall> cautious:

T6o ?illsD S:S8KS ]`naiD H b [c^ an2 
S:S8K" ]QorganD Q b WQ^ have ?een 
intro2uce2 to authoriae SSTP states to 
re=uire outEoAEstate ven2ors to collect 
the state1s sales ta4:  Ho6everD the ?ills 
6oul2 impose con2itions ?e>on2 the 
mo2el SSTP agreement inclu2ing limiE
tations on local ta4ation oA  telecomE
munication services:  As a resultD the 
?ills are ?eing oppose2 ?> the Wational 
#eague oA  Mities as 6ell as catalog an2 
eEretail interests:


