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Water Heater Pressure Relief Valve; Drain Termination 

 
2013 California Plumbing Code, Section 608.5.   
 
Water heater relief valve outlets: 
 
Unless structural conditions prohibit it, (as determined by the Permit Center) these drains are to 
terminate at the exterior of the building not more than 24” nor less than 6” above the ground and 
pointing downward, in accordance with Section 608.5, 2010 California Plumbing Code.  
 
Copper, galvanized or CPVC piping is allowed. 1/8” per foot minimum slope required to terminate 
outside the building. 
 
For water heaters located in basements and interior walls located on slab on grade floors the use 
of a listed Watts 210 device is approved.  The manufactures installations instructions required on 
job site at time of inspection. 
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